April 8, 2026

Grace, not of Works
Galatians 5: 2-12

We have discussed much up to this point in the Galatian letter. Paul has defended his
apostleship and spoken at length about being justified by faith in Christ alone, apart from any
works of the flesh. As was often his practice, following a thorough discourse on doctrine, Paul
seeks to make personal application regarding the doctrines revealed. He knew the church must
understand true doctrine, but if they failed to put the doctrine into practice, then they had done
nothing more than received beneficial knowledge. It was necessary to allow the doctrine received
to guide and shape one’s life.

The remainder of the book will focus on living a Spirit-filled life. Like the Galatians, we too
must strive to apply the truth we have received. Simply knowing what the Bible teaches is never
sufficient. We must seek to allow Scripture to guide and shape our lives, and thus our walk with
the Lord.

As we examine the certainties revealed in the text, | want to consider the thought: Grace, not
of Works.

I. The Inability of the Law (2-6) — Here Paul wants the church to realize that the law lacks the
ability to transform one’s life, and thus cannot produce the Christian life God desires. Consider:

A. The Declaration (2) — Behold, | Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you
nothing. Paul offered a very emphatic statement that reveals truth. We must not be confused by
what he sought to convey. He does not imply that Christ is of no benefit or profit to the church, or
the world for that matter. Nor does Paul imply that circumcision is sinful. We must keep this within
its context. He is referring to those who are trusting in circumcision, (keeping the law) to be
acceptable to the Lord. If their faith was not in Christ alone, (seeking to maintain works of the flesh
in addition to faith in Christ), then His atoning work on the cross would not be beneficial in their
salvation. Their desire to add works to the requirements of God for salvation would stand between
them and genuine salvation. Consider again Gal.3:1-3.

B. The Obligation (3) — For | testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the
whole law. Again, as we have already discussed at length, and keeping this in context, those who
strive to obtain righteousness through obedience to acts of the law must be willing and able to
keep the entire law. If circumcision, or any other aspect of the law is added to the equation, then
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one has become indebted to the law. Salvation is obtained by faith, not of works! It is utterly
impossible for anyone to keep the law entirely.

C. The Distinction (4) — Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the
law; ye are fallen from grace. Paul reveals the sobering reality of those who pursue justification
through works of the flesh. Their desires to be justified by works denies the atoning work of Christ
on the cross to redeem from sin and justify fully. The finished work of Christ, being the only way of
securing salvation, has been viewed as insufficient by those who strive for salvation through
works, and thus has become of no effect. These are literally “fallen from grace.” Fallen is from
ekpipto, which means to lose one’s grasp on something. Simply stated, a person cannot live by
both law and grace. To attempt to be justified by law is to reject the way of grace.

> Some use this verse to promote the doctrine of losing one’s salvation. Again, context is
always key. Paul is not referring to those who are saved by grace through faith in Christ’s atoning
work falling from grace. In fact, those who seek justification by works of the flesh have not
received salvation. This isn’t about falling from grace following salvation; it is about denying the
sole means of salvation — faith in Christ. They have denied the grace of God that brings salvation,
and thus have lost the grasp of God’s means of salvation, falling from grace. “Applied to one who
was really an unbeliever, the principle of falling from grace has to do with being exposed to the
gracious truth of the gospel and then turning one’s back on Christ. Such a person is an apostate.

D. The Comparison (5-6) — For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. ® For
in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
Paul declared that believers waited patiently for the hope of righteousness by faith through the
Holy Spirit. They rested solely in the finished work of Christ for their justification, trusting by faith to
receive eternal life and stand justified before God.

> In contrast, the Judaizers sought justification through works of the flesh. Some may have
believed in the finished work of Christ, but yet believed works were also necessary to obtain
salvation. When works are adding to the equation for salvation, then salvation is no longer of faith,
but of works. If one doesn’t rest in faith alone, they are then guilty of relying on works for salvation.

Il. The Fallacy of the Judaizers (7-12) — Paul goes on to reveal the fallacy of the doctrine
promoted by the Judaizers. Consider:
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A. The Hindrance (7) — Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? Paul
challenged those in Galatia who had received the truth, and yet had turned from the truth unto a
false doctrine. Their faith had been hindered by the deception of the Judaizers. They had started
well in Christ, by faith, but had abandoned the truth to pursue a lie.

> Unfortunately, this trend continues in our day. Many have heard the truth of the gospel.
They may have even responded to the truth, and yet they chose to walk away from the truth to
follow false teaching. Some of the these may have never been truly saved, but | fear some born-
again believers have fallen victim to the deception of false teachers. This is why it is so important
to know what you believe and why. Churches must hold those who teach and preach the Word
accountable. We cannot allow false doctrine to be taught within the congregation. We must be like
the Bereans, who followed Paul’s teaching, by searching the Scriptures to ensure he spoke truth.
Acts 17:10-11 — And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 1! These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things
were SO.

B. The Defiance (8) — This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. Paul wanted the Galatians
to realize the doctrine of the Judaizers was not from the Lord. They were teaching the doctrines of
men, not of God. The Scriptures, nor Jesus, ever taught salvation was obtained through works of
the flesh. 2 Thes.2:13-14 — But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of
the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit

and belief of the truth: 1* Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

C. The Influence (9) — A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Paul warns of the influence of false
teaching within the church. It only takes a little to contaminate the entire body. Jesus spoke of the
leaven of the Pharisees, warning of the same — a little yeast would permeate the entire loaf.
Leaven is mostly used as an illustration for sin and contamination. Paul wanted the church to
realize the danger of even a small amount of false doctrine. (This reveals a truth we must continue
to embrace. There is no room for any amount of false doctrine within the church. While we cannot
obtain sinless perfection, this ought to serve as a warning regarding the danger of sin. Even a
small amount will contaminate and influence the entire body.)

D. The Confidence (10) — | have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise
minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. Although the situation in
Galatia was dire, Paul was confident the church would be able to overcome through the help of
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the Lord. He was also confident that those who purposely sought to corrupt the church with false
teaching would bear the judgment they deserved. 2 Pet.2:9 — The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.

> The church has endured much since her birth at Pentecost. She has faced much intense
persecution and ongoing infiltration by false teachers. However, we can rest assured, the Lord will
preserve His church and present her spotless before the throne. Eph.5:27 — That he might present it
to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish.

E. The Intolerance (11-12) — And |, brethren, if | yet preach circumcision, why do | yet suffer

persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased. 12 | would they were even cut off which trouble you.
Paul reminded the Galatians that he had been persecuted for preaching the true gospel. If he had
continued to preach the circumcision, (the message of the Judaizers,) then they would have no
reason to seek to silence his preaching. The teaching of the Judaizers removed the offense of the
cross. If their doctrine was true, then Christ died in vain. However, Paul would not submit to the
legalists’ demands. He refused to compromise the truth for the approval of men. In fact, he wished
they would be “cut off”, no longer being a hindrance to the church. The word apokopté means “to
amputate...The Judaizers wanted Paul’s converts to be circumcised, to submit to a minor
amputation to enhance their religious standing. Scornfully, Paul says in effect, “What they need is
to go all the way and emasculate themselves.” ' (There is no room for weakness regarding our
stand on the truth. We must abide faithful to the truth of the gospel, regardless of the desires or
opinions of others.)

Conclusion: | am thankful | heard the truth and responded by faith unto salvation. There is
nothing to return unto — the world has nothing needful regarding my faith. As the church, we must
stand for the truth, unwilling to embrace false teaching or tolerate those who seek its promotion.
Salvation is obtained by faith in Christ alone, apart from any works of the flesh.
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